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DECLARATION UNDER RULE 131 

Commissioner, for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

1. The undersigned Applicants make the following declaration in order to 
show that the invention which is the subject of the present appUcation was reduced to 
practice in this country prior to the March 28, 2000 fihng date of U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 60/192,552, which relates to Ruffo et al. U.S. Patent 
Pubhcation No. 2001/0032166. All of the activities described below took place in the 
United States. 

2. Our invention substantially as shown and described in our pending U.S. 
Patent Apphcation Serial No. 09/736,555 filed December 13, 2000 was reduced to 
practice in the United States prior to March 28, 2000. This was accomphshed by 
placing the system described in the application in operation via the website found at 
www.auickparts.com owned by the assignee of the present invention. 

3. Exhibit 1 attached hereto is a press release first published on December 
15, 1999 announcing the pre-release on that date of the website. 



4. Exhibit 2 attached hereto is a press release first pubHshed on January 3, 
2000, announcing the commercial launch of the site on that date. 

5. Exhibit 3 is a "QuickQuote System Flowchart" outhning the system as it 
was launched on January 3, 2000. 

6. Exhibit 4 is a "Web-based System Layout" outhning the information that 
was on the website when it was launched on January 3, 2000. 

7. Customers used the site and ordered rapid prototyped parts from the 
site, which were made and delivered, all prior to March 28, 2000. 

8. Exhibits 5A-5I comprise a series of screen shots of the website as it 
existed prior to March 28, 2000. These shots are taken from a version of the website 
that was electronically saved prior to March 28, 2000. It is noted that the July 27, 
2005 date near the upper right corner of each screen shot is simply the date the hard 
copy of the screen was printed for use with this declaration. 

9. The following explanation of Figs. 5A-5I is provided to show the 
correlation between the system represented by those figures and the invention as 
claimed in the present apphcation: 

(a) Exhibits 5A and 5B illustrate the chent log-in procedure. The server 
computer system on which the system was running was accessed by clients fiom their 
computers over the Internet, i.e. over a global communication network. These screen 
shots are the screens as viewed on the client computer. 

(b) Exhibits 5C-5F illustrate the procedure for the client to upload from the 
client's computer system to the server computer system one or more CAD files 
describing the custom manufactured part which is to be quoted. 
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(c) Exhibit 5G illustrates the selection by the chent of one of a plurality of 
available manufactviring processes, in this case SLA, SLS or FDM. 

(d) Exhibit 5H illustrates the selection by the client of the quantity of parts 
to be quoted, and the selection by the client of a surface finish. 

(e) Exhibit 51 illustrates the display of a firm price quotation for the custom 
manufactured part as it would be viewed on the client's computer after having been 
transmitted to the cHent computer over the Internet. The chent could then purchase 
the part onhne based upon the price quotation. 

(0 The price quotations, as they were generated prior to March 28, 2000, 
were prepared by analyzing the chent's CAD file on the server computer system, 
without human intervention, to determine one or more manufacturing criteria for the 
custom manufactured part. Then the firm price quotation was calculated in the server 
computer system based upon the one or more manufacturing criteria, and transmitted 
to the chent computer. This calculation was performed substantially instantaneously 
with a pre-programmed pricing formula in the form: 

price = a * V + b * H + c; 
where a, b and c are preprogrammed constants, where V is the volume of the part, 
and where H is a vertical dimension of the part in a selected orientation. 

(g) The selected orientation of the part was selected to minimize H and 
thus minimize the calculated price. The one or more manufacturing criteria 
included the volume of the part. The pricing formula included a finish charge 
dependent upon a selected finish and the surface area of the part. The pricing 
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formula included a multiple part charge dependent upon the quantity of parts 
quoted. 

10. We each declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, imder §1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willfiil false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the present appHcation or any patent issued 
thereon. 





Ronald L. Hollis 



Date 




Au€r or 



Michael D. Maurice 



Date 
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CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING 



I hereby certify that this Declaration Under Rule 131 with Exhibits 1-51 is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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